
Summary:  According to nearly all Egyptologists the Sphinx was carved by Khafre (aka Chephrin), the fourth king of the 4
th

 Dynasty 

who ruled from 2520-2494 BCE. He was the son of Khufu (aka Cheops) and builder of the second largest pyramid on the Giza 

plateau. Even those scholars that don’t agree it was Khafre believe it was Khufu, khafre’s father, who ruled from 2589 – 2566 BCE. 

There is ample evidence of Khafre as the builder. First, it’s important to understand that Khafre didn’t just build a pyramid, he built a 

whole complex. That complex consists of the pyramid, the Valley Temple, the Sphinx Temple, a causeway (linking the pyramid to the 

Valley temple) and the Sphinx enclosure. Archaeological and geographical evidence both link the Sphinx quarry to the stones used in 

the Sphinx Temple. The Sphinx temple was built after the Valley temple. The Valley Temple connects to Khafre’s pyramid via the 

causeway. An archaeology technique called sequencing tells us that the Sphinx was carved during the same time the Sphinx Temple 

was being built, which is after the pyramid’s causeway and the Valley temple. 

With regards to underground chambers, a number of investigative teams have performed tests over the last few decades trying to 

locate a chamber which was “prophesized” by Edgar Cayce (case-ee), who deduced its existence during a self induced trance in 

which he would often psychically channel questions and answers regarding health, but also often dealt with astrology, reincarnation 

and the fabled lost city of Atlantis. To date no hidden chambers have been located (not to be confused with the 4 known chambers 

that were created long after the sphinx was carved) 

• Sphinx likely built during Egypt’s 4
th

 dynasty, 3
rd

 millennium BCE
[1]

 

• Zahi Hawass states: “Last year, we drilled several holes around the Sphinx in order to measure the level of the groundwater, 

and we sent cameras down into the drill holes. One went underneath the left paw of the Sphinx, 80 feet under and through 

to the other side, and the camera saw nothing there. We showed to everyone that there is nothing underneath the Sphinx, 

certainly no lost civilization hidden there. We found that the water table is 5.5 meters underneath the Sphinx, and it 

consists of fresh water, which will not damage the monument […] through the course of archaeological research, we have 

thoroughly examined the Sphinx, and disproved the unorthodox theories surrounding it. These boxes were the last remains 

of the mystery. Recently, we conducted a radar survey of one of the boxes in order to see what was really there. The box 

behind the left rear paw of the Sphinx is the only one that remains fully intact from antiquity, so we chose to use radar to 

examine the top and sides of this box. The radar showed that the boxes are made of solid rock, with nothing hidden inside.”
 

[2]
 

• From Zahi Hawass: “Perhaps the most important result of the groundwater project was that it enabled us to put to rest 

speculation about mysterious underground tunnels and chambers carved below the Sphinx by “ancient civilizations.” For 

years, I have debated people like John Anthony West, Robert Bauval, and Graham Hancock, who say that survivors of a lost 

civilization 10,000 years ago left secrets buried beneath the Sphinx. These people also claim that the erosion of the Sphinx 

was caused by water, and that this necessarily means that it dates back to long before the Old Kingdom. None of their 

theories has any basis in fact, but their supporters have insisted that we should drill holes to try and find these hidden 

chambers. I have always refused to permit such a project in the past, because there was no scientific basis for it. Because 

such drilling was a necessary part of our work to protect the Sphinx from groundwater, however, we did finally drill in the 

vicinity of the statue, and we found that there were no hidden passages or chambers there. The Sphinx is indeed a guardian 

of civilization and the record of the past, but it is the civilization of Egypt’s Old Kingdom that created it.” 
[3]

 

• The best evidence that the Sphinx dates to the reign of Khafre is based on archaeology and architecture. The location of the 

Sphinx and the architectural similarity of its temple to Khafre’s valley temple make it most likely that the statue dates to 

Khafre’s reign. In addition, the temples are both built on the same terrace, and some of their walls are aligned. A drainage 

trench running along the northern side of Khafre’s causeway and opening into the Sphinx ditch proves that the Sphinx was 

carved after the causeway was built, since the ancient engineers would not have designed the trench to drain into the 

ditch. All of these things point to the Sphinx having been created during the reign of Khafre.
[3]

 

• I also pointed out that although there are no mysterious tunnels and chambers left by 10,000 year-old civilizations under 

the Sphinx, there are in fact some passages below the statue that may have been carved by treasure hunters long after the 

Sphinx was created, and later used for burials. Our work with the Sphinx confirmed the existence of four openings inside or 

under the statue. The first begins on the top of the Sphinx’s back behind the head, and descends for 8.10 m. It was made by 

Howard Vyse during his work at Giza in 1837. The second passage, which no longer exists, is known from archival 

photographs in which it appears as a grotto or cavity. This cavity was in the northern side of the body of the Sphinx at 

ground level, and was sealed off by Emile Baraize in the early 20th century. We discovered the third passage and shaft on 

the northern side of the Sphinx’s rump, just at the base of its tail. This feature descends about 4 m below ground level, with 



another section cut underneath the earliest restoration masonry into the hard Member I bedrock in the upper curve of the 

rump. I entered this passage while we were filming for Nova. Its date and function remain uncertain, although it could be an 

unfinished shaft tomb cut in the Late or Graeco-Roman Period, or even the result of much earlier work. The last passage is 

under the chest of the Sphinx behind the Dream Stela, and was found by Caviglia in the course of his work in the vicinity of 

the Sphinx in the early 19th century.  
[3]

 

• The cemeteries of the pyramid builders also dates to the 4
th

 Dynasty
[4]

 

• During one of his trances, famed clairvoyant Edgar Cayce, who died in 1945, saw that refugees from the lost city of Atlantis 

buried their secrets in a hall of records under the Sphinx and that the hall would be discovered before the end of the 20th 

century.
[5]

 

• In 1977, Stanford Research Institute scientists, using state-of-the-art remote-sensing equipment, analyzed the bedrock 

under the Sphinx. They found only the cracks and fissures expected of ordinary limestone formations.
[5]

 

• Mark Lehner is recognized today as one of the world’s leading Egyptologists and Sphinx authorities. He started out as a 

believer of Edgar Cayce, in fact he finished his undergraduate education at the American University of Cairo with support 

from Cayce’s foundation.
[5]

 

• Lehner explored and mapped a passage in the Sphinx’s rump, concluding that treasure hunters likely had dug it after the 

statue was built. 
[5]

 

• Lehner worked for five years out of a makeshift office between the Sphinx’s colossal paws, subsisting on Nescafé and 

cheese sandwiches while he examined every square inch of the structure. He remembers “climbing all over the Sphinx like 

the Lilliputians on Gulliver, and mapping it stone by stone.” The result was a uniquely detailed picture of the statue’s worn, 

patched surface, which had been subjected to at least five major restoration efforts since 1,400 B.C. The research earned 

him a doctorate in Egyptology at Yale.
[5]

 

• There are hundreds of tombs at Giza with hieroglyphic inscriptions dating back some 4,500 years, but not one mentions the 

statue. “The Egyptians didn’t write history,” says James Allen, an Egyptologist at Brown University, “so we have no solid 

evidence for what its builders thought the Sphinx was....
[5]

  

• German geologist Tom Aigner, and Lehner inventoried the different fossils making up the limestone. The fossil fingerprints 

showed that the blocks used to build the wall of Khafre’s (son of Khufu builder of the Great Pyramid, also has his own 

pyramid on Giza) temple must have come from the ditch surrounding the Sphinx. Apparently, workmen, probably using 

ropes and wooden sledges, hauled away the quarried blocks to construct the temple as the Sphinx was being carved out of 

the stone. 
[5]

 

• The water erosion on the Sphinx is likely due to the fact that the climate at the time the Sphinx was built was in transition. 

During the early days of the Egyptian empire the Sahara was still in the monsoon flow, with lots of rain. The water would 

soak into the soft limestone, crystallize as salt which would then flake away in the wind. Between the time of Khufu and the 

end of the Old Kingdom, the climate shifted from monsoon to desert.
[5]

 

• The insignia of Sphinx was used by the U.S. Army Military Intelligence due it being the “symbol of wisdom and strength, 

thus symbolizing the collection of information by the Military Intelligence; and conversely from the center after evaluation, 

the military information is disseminated.”
 
However, Army Intelligence also uses everything from Greek warriors, to dragons, 

to griffins, to colonial “patriots”. The Sphinx is just another image that represents power and mystery, which is the 

appearance any intelligence community needs to project.
 [6]

 

• There are a number of known holes and passages in and under the sphinx. All are fairly small and all are empty. Many, in 

fact, were made by Egyptian government engineer Emile Baraize during restoration work in the 1920’s.
[7]

 

• Most people think the Sphinx sits alone in front of the pyramids, but this is not so. The Sphinx is part of a larger complex 

(see image http://www.aeraweb.org/images/photos/s04.jpg) consisting of Khafre’s pyramid, the Sphinx, the Sphinx 

Temple, the causeway, and the Valley Temple.  

• Archaeological sequencing tells us the order the Sphinx complex items were built
[8]

 

o The Sphinx is carved from the same quarry as the core blocks in the two Khafre temples. 

o The Sphinx Temple was built using blocks from the Member II layer of the Sphinx quarry 

o The core blocks of the Sphinx Temple are matched geologically and archaeologically to the lower layers of Member 

II of the Sphinx quarry, indicating that the Sphinx lower body and Sphinx Temple were part of the same quarry-

construction sequence 



•  The south side of the Sphinx quarry is the north side of the Khafre causeway foundation. The causeway precedes the 

Sphinx quarry in construction sequence indicating that the lower parts of the Sphinx (and its enclosure or sanctuary) were 

carved later than Khafre’s pyramid, Pyramid Temple, causeway, and Valley Temple.
[9]

 

• The archaeological evidence shows that Khafre’s builders:
[10]

 

o Completed Khafre’s Valley Temple with its granite casing.  

o Built a northern enclosure wall for the Valley Temple that clearly respects the Temple’s granite casing.  

o Built the Sphinx Temple, incorporating the northern Valley Temple enclosure wall.  

o Built the Sphinx Temple with blocks geologically linked to the Sphinx quarry.  

o Abandoned work on the Sphinx Temple and Sphinx quarry shortly before either were completed, indicating they 

were the last elements to be added to the project. 

• The Sahara had a period of monsoons up to the beginning of the Old Kingdom (between 3000-4000 BCE depending on the 

source)
 [10][11][12]

.  If the monsoons continued, in fewer and fewer numbers, this could easily explain the water-weathering 

seen. 

• The idea of a secret chamber under the sphinx was popularized by Edgar Cayce (a clairvoyant) who said that there was a 

“Hall of Records” under the right  paw 

• A letter written by Lambert Dolphin, a geophysicist from the Stanford Research Institute (and [mis]quoted by Hancock and 

Bauval) who was personally involved in a 1970’s project, funded by a company related to the Cayce Foundation, to find 

chambers in/under the Sphinx details the work they performed to find the chambers, and the lack of any chambers 

found
[13]

 

• If we assume that the Sphinx was carved in Pre-Dynastic times, then we might well wonder why the southern wall of the 

enclosure was carved at an angle. Why wasn't it squared with the axis of the Sphinx as were the other walls? Further, if it is 

assumed that the southern wall was capriciously carved at the angle we find it, then isn't it a bit too much to expect that 

thousands of years later, after the construction of tombs and pyramids on the surrounding necropolis, Khafre was able to 

build his pyramid and his valley temple, and then have the angle of the causeway connecting the two match exactly the 

angle of the southern wall of the enclosure? This would have been quite a providential coincidence indeed.
[14]
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